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ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

.CHAIRMAN informed the Committee of two changes among the officers. 

Mr. Mariano Ospina ^Colombia) would assume the Vice-Chairmanship occupied by his 
country. Mr. Hassan \.3udan) , who had been elected Rapporteur at the first session, 
had received another assignment from his Government, and it' would therefore be 
necessary to fill the resulting vacancy. • 

Mix PFGAWAG NALA (ivory Coast) , speaking on behalf of the group of African 

States, nominated Mr. Charles Hanyang (Sudan) for that vacancy. 

M r. Manyang was e lect ed unanim ously . 

The CIIAIRMAN said that the methods of work, adopted at the previous session 
had been satisfactory and efficient. The work of the Committee had been divided 
between informal meetings, at which proposals had been submitted and a general debate 
had been held, and informal, meetings. As the general debate had been concluded, the 
Committee would take up its work where it had left off. 

He suggested that the Committee should keep to the established practice of holding 
informal discussions alternately on item 12 (preservation of the marine environment) 
and items 13 (scientific research) and 14 (development and transfer of technology) . 

It might hold short formal, meetings, when necessary, to enable any delegations which 
so wished to introduce official conference documents. 

He suggested that, at least during the first weeks of the session, both formal 
and informal meetings should be held in the morning, leaving the afternoon free for 
unofficial discussions among regional or other groups, such as the land-locked countries, 
having common interests. 

In order to harmonize its informal deliberations with those of other negotiating 
bodi.es, the Committee might refer certain basic issues, such as vessel-source pollution, 
bo the informal group of heads of delegations, which would consider controversial 
aspects and embark upon important political negotiations. As members of the Committee 
were aware, that group was considering at afternoon meetings certain issues in connexion 
with items allocated to the Second Committee, and might deal with the matters referred 
to it by the Third Committee at morning meetings. In the meantime, the other issues 
concerning marine pollution could be discussed and draft articles could be submitted 
at informal, meetings. The item on scientific research, too, could' be discussed at 
informal meetings. 


A/CORF. 62/C.3/SR. 18 
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In conclusion, he said that a summary of existing arrangements and further 
information on advances in marine technology and the transfer of such technology would 
he annexed to a forthcoming report on the uses of the sea to be submitted to the 
Economic and Social Council at its fifty-ninth session. 

STATEMENT El THE OBSERVER FOR THE IHTERGOVERMEITTAL OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMISSION 

Mr. HUMPHREY . v Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission) , speaking at the 
invitation of the Chairmen,, said that the Commission had been established in i960 as an 
autonomous body attached to the nature! science sector of UNESCO. Although legally 
within UNESCO, the Commission had its own assembly of 84 member States, its- own Executi 
Council and suosidiary bodice, and its own activities. Its main purpose was to bring 
together Governments which wished to co-operate in oceanographic research programmes. 

The Commission's womb was organized under three headings. First, ocean science, 
which embraced not only governmental research projects but also the basic science which 
had to oe promoted so that the programmes required by member States. could be brought to 
a successful conclusion. One such programme had been the Internationa! Indian Ocean 
JSxpedition, which had. left in many countries of the region as infrastructure on which 
the countries themselves- had- successfully built programmes of their own. Secondly, 
the Commission was concerned with ocean, services, such as those involving routine 
collection of data on water- temperature and marine pollution, and those . supporting the 
transmission, storage and exchange of all types of scientific information on the sea. 

In that connexion, a marine oil pollution pilot monitoring Project was in operation. 

The third group of activities involved-' training, education and the mutual assistance. 
The Commission had fifteen years '.. experience of arranging and co-ordinating mutual 
assistance between developed and developing countries, and of facilitating the transfer 
of technology and the building up of the marine science infrastructures of those 
countries. 

In all its activities the Commission worked in close co-operation with other 
members of the United Nations system. The focus for that co-operation was the 
inter-secretariat Committee on Scienific Programmes relating to Oceanography (ICSPRO). 
Furthermore, through its advisory bodies, the Commission was in close contact with the 
scientific and engineering communities, particularly in applied fields such as fisberie 
and meteorology. 

The Commission 1 s extensive publication programme and the publications in the 
scientific literature directly arising from the Commission's activities were factual 
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testimony to its success. There was no other intergovernmental body with the 
knowledge, experience and standing of the Commission. No similar body could be 
created and begin to function satisfactorily within the current decade. The 
4 Commission awaited explicit requests from the Conference for information, for data 

and for the development of scientific programmes without which the problems facing 

1 the Conference could not be solved. 

Th e meeting rose at 12. 1*3 p.m. 


t . 
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